
nominated two Miin»lei» Plenipotentiary to represent the Uni¬
ted Slates in this C ongretw, and upon there nomination* a

long aud animated debate occurred in the Senate, while upon
the appropriation for their pay a «imilur debate aroae in the
House of liepreeMtetives. Although nothing could be done
which would not come here for sanction before it could lie
binding, although the use of nothing but moral power was

meditated, although the whole thing resolved itself inton mu¬
tual conference.a friendly consultation about the common

good and the common prosperity; yet in that debate it was

earnestly contended that .such.a step was full of danger; that
it was a fearful departure front established policy ; thut our

interests were best protected aud promoted by avoiding all al¬
liances and entanglements with foreign Powers, and few geii-
tlemeu advocated this policy of non-intervention, even for the
purpose of consultation, more decidedly than the President.
His opinions are left on record, and if there be some shades of
difference between the member from Tennessee and the Pre¬
sident now anxious for a wider fame, the change of position
may possibly account for it. If the Senate will be a little jw-
tient I will read a few paragiaphs from the second volume of
the Register of Debates, second part ;
" Mr. Folk offered the following ; ,

" HetoheU, That it is the constitutional right and duty of
the House of Representatives, when called on for appropria¬
tion* to defray the expenses of foreign missions, to deliberate
on the expediency or inexpediency of such missions, and to de¬
termine and act thereon at in theirjudgment may be most con¬
ducive to the public good.
" Jietohid, That it is the sense of this House that the send¬

ing of ministers on the part of the United States to take iwrt in
the deliberations of the Congress of South American nations at
Panama would be a total departure from the uniform course of
policy pursued by this Government from the adoption of the
federal constitution to the present period, and might, and in all

«pi obability would, have a tendency to involve the nation in en¬

tangling alliances and endanger the neutrality and relations of
amity and peace, which at present happily subsist between the
United States and the belligerent Powers, old Spain and the
Southern republics of this continent.
" Resolved t/irrejore. That it is inexpedient to send minis¬

ters on the part of the United States to take part in the delibe¬
rations of the said Congress of South American nations at Pa¬
nama, and that it is inexpedient to grant any appropriation to

defray the expenses of said mission.".Galet (jf Sratou's De¬
bute* in Congrei*,p. 2166, Tuesday, Ajrril If, 1826.

This, sir, was the opinion of the President when a member
of Congress that it would endanger the peace and safety of
these United States to be represented in that Congress, and
that the whole thing was entirely inexpedient} and while he
held this he also held thai Congress was under no obligation
to make the necessary appropriation for a minister duly ap¬
pointed. I will read also from a speech delivered by the same

gentleman in the House upon the same subject. He says :
" The proposed mission to Panama was without a precedent

in our history, was novel in its character, ajid, in his judgment,
dangerous to the best interests of the country."

This language, sir, is very happily adapted to the present
occasion.is very emphatic and full of meaning. He con¬
tinues :

"This (said Mr. P.) is a portentous and very important
cm.is in the history of this country, anil every patriot should
be at his post. W e are about to depart from our ancient aud
plain republican simplicity, aud to become a great aud splen¬
did Government ; new projects are set on foot; we arc called
upon by the President to change the whole policy of the coun¬

try as adopted by our fathers, and so happily pursued by their
posterity down to the present period. He called 011 gentle-
men, before they abandoned the present safe policy of the
country, to ponder well wliat they are about to do.".p. 2478.

Sir, I hope this opinion of the President then will not be
without its influence on this body. Ponder well what you are
about to do. One sentence more, and I have done :

Before he concluded (Mr. P. said) he would say a word
in relation to the pledge [Mr. Monroe's declaration] which it
was said the nation had given in regard to the South American
policy. W hen the rneswge of the late President of the Uui-
ted Slates was communicated to Congress iu 1823, it was view-
r "u 11l0u''' ^ave heen, as the mere expression of opinion

ot the Executive, submitted to the consideration and delibera¬
tion of Congress ; and designed, probably, to produce an effect
upon the councils of the Holy Alliance, in relation to their
supposed intention to interfere in the war between Spain and
her tormer colonies. Thai effect it probably had a.i agency in
producing; and if so, it has performed its office. The Presi¬
dent liad no power to bind the nation by such a pledge The
sound and soter judgment of the people of the United States

not brought up to the conclusion that we could in any
event make common cause with the republics of the South, or
involve ourselves in the calamities of w ar in their behalf. All
our sympathies, all our good feeling, were with thein ; we
wished them success, but self-preservation is the first law of
nature and of nations. We were then, as he hoped we still
were, unprepared to depart from our settled policy. As a

strong evidence of what the opinions of this House then were
the present Secretary of State, then a member of the Home!
ll" * 'r^i * reV3 ,UU°" »3,0"di,1K to the »entimerits of the
message of the President. The Greek resolution was submit¬
tal , too, at the same session by the honorable member from
Massachusetts ; the fever was up ; we seemed to bfe then, if

K«e|f IrrJk Wrei^rt'<1 to K° °" " political crusade in be¬
half ol others. The soberjudgment of the House interposed ;
the Greek resolution sliared its fate, and si *ps upon the table.

«ThU,tAI Mw.c,caH) that the same fate inevitably await-
ed ns South American resolution, with only this difference,
oveUl.Tl Probably have been negatived by a much more

1 * helming majority. It was not called up. ".p. 2489
* .'[. read much more adviee and argument from the

speeches of the I resident equally important for the cautious
admonitions contained in them. What, I prav the Senate to
consider, called forth these warnings, these forebodings of
evil This great alarm was excited by a proposal to send to
the republics of South America two diplomatic functionaries
clothed simply with the powei to consult and confer together
for the peace, safety, and prosperity of the free Governments
0 this continent. The President then saw grv.t danger in
any departure, however inconsiderable, from the old and safe
policy of non-intervention. He feared not only all entangling
alliances, but all association whatever, and evidently holds it
to be a triumph that the resolution of Mr. Clay, in response
to Mr. Monroe s declaration, was defeated, and that the reso¬
lution offered by Mr. Webster in regard to the Greeks shared
the same fate. "The fever (my. the President) was then
up. *ea, sir, the fever of sympathy with nations struggling
for their freedom, and none other. They were weak, feeble

1 TTn i'I.'" lruc' m*k,n« no 8,e,t figure in this noisy world,
but snll liberty was as dear to them as to Frenchmen, and
tney contended manfully for it, and achieved it without the
. Juntenanoe of the President. The declaration of Mr. Mon¬
roe is couched ui a manner not to be misapprehended. Iu
force and validity is justly denied, and it is placed on thefoot-

"}* "f
u, \TU^ 0p,ni0° forth the combination

the Holy Alliance, but, having performed its office, which
amount^ to nothing, as it was obligatory upon nobody, it was
ubstantially, in 182#, obeolete. There is troth in this Mr.
President, it was dead, buried, and forgotten until the Presi-

tTtL f'i " UP; e*'bed into U new WW >nd now declsres it
to be. (ECTeotfra opinion though it is, and nothing more) the

Hia language io his mes¬
sage of April 29, 1848, is, in regard to the dominion and sov¬
ereignty of Yucatan, as follows :
" »«"ortllog to our established policy, we could not eon-

JTV-Tk ? a. J* 'dominion and sovereignty,' [Yuca-
UnJj-ither to SpW, Great Britain, or any other European
ofiwmtr..^n^r 2fplTWent Monro*»in b" ""..-r
nart ,k

' Wc ,hou,d consider any attempt on their
L *y,t*m 10 *n7 P°"ion of this hemisphere

ot ASTr FT*. *"d *' ,n mv m^sage
. ' J deol*re<l that "near a quarter of s een-

in tV .nn

" .,,r",c,P,e distinctly announced to the world,
A mirier008 m-v predeoe.sor./ that . the

whUh
the free and independent condition

he rn..1fe^Te'M,UmC,Jr,nd are'henceforth not to

"rbjeCt< 5*.fcu,re 'o'ooift.on by any Euro-
This pnoeipie will apply with greatly Increas-

mw Z teLEuropean Power attempt to esublisl. any

of rhe wTrL Amwea. In the existing circumstance.
?1"med . I'ro^r 0®®"*'°" to raite-

Iffnprmeiple avowed by Mr. Monroe, and to
atate my cordial concurrence in its wisdom and sound policy."
. 8,fV [t** 001 *ren*th ,0 pursue this subject, hat the read-
ing of the opinions of 1836 and those of 184ft and 1848,
when it hscaim necessary to justify the Executive policy in
regard to Tex** Oregon, and Yucatan, will present the con-
trast, and exhibit the change which circumstances have work-

(>u' f[om . remarkably cautious policy to one which is
marked, I might say, comparatively with arrogance and pre-
.umption.

r

I must refrain from further comments, Mr. President, that
I may notice one topic more, which must not be omitted

1 »*. Mr. President, if we send an army
to take temporary military occupation of Yucatan, is it to
have upon our pending tresty with Mexico > The Senator
from Michigan seemed to think that the only obligation which
attached to sny armistice was simply to keep within the limits
prescribed by' the parties. I take it, of course, that he woulJ
do all that is required to be done in the agreement, and leave
undone those things which would violate our faith or tarnish
our honor. The question is a plain one. If an army of ours
arrives in > ucstan, while we are negotiating a treaty with
Mexico, what edict will such a course have upon the ratifica¬
tion of that treaty » Will not a step of this description de-
fcat or be likely to defeat the treaty There are gentlemen
'..satisfied with the instrument, who, no doubt, desire its de¬
feat. To such the accomplishment of a scheme of this de¬
scription would no doubt be acceptable. But, aside from all
influences of this description, we find Mexico claiming Yuca¬
tan as one of the States of her unhed confederacy. We have
taken from her Texas, under circumstance* much less aggra¬
vated than those under which we now propose to take posses¬
sion of Yucatan. If, under such circumstances, we send
down troops to occupy Yucatan, even on the condition con¬
tained in the smendment, vi«. that the occupation shook! con¬
tinue only until the inhabitants can protect themselves, or until
the Mexican Government protects them, would not such oc¬

cupation be equivalent to perpetual, and would not the Mexi¬
cans so view it ? If, while engaged in solemnly ratifying this
treaty with Mexico, we are thus intent upon seixing another
province that belongs to her, will she ratify it under such cir¬
cumstances ? Unless we have misconceived her character en¬

tirely, unless we have failed to comprehend the irrascibility of
her temper, and her impatience under insult, it is evident
that every step towards the ratification of the treaty will be

suspended the moment she i tomes acquainted with our
course. Id connexion with this probable event, I desire to
call the attention of the Senate to the fact that this commis¬
sioner from Yucatan had no sooner learned that a treaty would
probably be ontered into than he sent a foimal protest to the
President, through the Secretary of State, remonstrating
against the ratification, unless provision was made in the
treaty for the protection of the Yucalantse against the ven¬

geance of the Mexicans This commissioner is not the advo¬
cate of peace, nor is his State, if he represents her senti¬
ments. His first wish is to keep us embroiled in war till
Yucatan falls into the possesion of the United States. All
his letters have been written, ami his facts, if facts they are,
have been staled under this bias. Shall we, sir, act upon
such evidence ? Hear bis language in u brief quotation :

"Various rumors have been in circulation, during the last
few days, in reference to a treaty of peace between Mexico and
the United States, and even the terms of the treaty have been
staled. As long as lhe»e rumors remained within the sphere
ot ruiuor I iliil not think it opportune or expedient to make
the voice of Yucatan heard in a matter which, for thai unfor¬
tunate country, is a question of life and death, and to which,
therefore, it ft not and cannot be indifferent; but as it now

ap|»ears to be certain and indubitable thut this treaty exists,
and lias been sent to Washington to receive the proper ratifica¬
tion, the time seems to me to have arrived to raise the voice
of Yucatan before the Government and people of the United
States, in order to protest in due form against such a treaty.
Whatever may he the estimation or attention conceded to this
protest, my conscience dictates the obligation of making it and
submitting it to the Government of the republic."

Again, further along in the despatches I find still stronger
language used by the commissioner :
" A treaty ot peace, in which Yucatan is not freed from the

fury of the mandarines of Mexico, on account of itscouduct in
Uie present war, or is it not left at liberty to seek for admis¬
sion ai a tree and sovereign State in the vast confederacy of
the United Slates, which it most ardently desires as most ad¬
vantageous for it. A treaty of peace containing no provisions
of this nature is, i repeat, eminently prejudicial to Yucatan,
which cannot and ought not to see itself thus sacrificed without
at least uttering a cry ot complaint, without taking some mea¬
sure to demaud juslice.
" For these reasons I protest, in the name of my Govern¬

ment and ot the people of Yucatan, against the terms of this
treaty; and I demand that in any event the lot of Yucatau should
be assured in it."
That is the language of Mr. Sierra, the commissioner,

which very plainly disclose* his feelings and wishes. We can

judge from these facia how much intercut Yucatan has to de¬
feat the ratification of thia treaty, and to jwolong the war with
Mexico, and also by what means she proposes to accomplish
her object. What else ought we to expect from a rebellious
province >

.

Mr. President, I have been constrained to pass over many
facts quite as important and quite as full of interest as those
which I have commented upon. It is a matter demanding the
gravest and rao«t deliberate consideration of the legislature.
A false step is full of peril, as it may involve consequences
from which we should find it difficult to escape without great
sacrifices. War is, under any circumstances, pregnant with
evil, both to the morals aud the best interests of the people.
We now feel the truth of this remark, and the whole country
feels it. It is the last meaus by which our principles can be
strengthened or our prosperity promoted.

It is our duty, then, not unnecessarily to prolong it, or rashly,
to rueh into new contests. But we cannot set ourselves up
as the guardians of the nations on this continent, or prescribe
rules of conduct to Europe in its intercourse with such nations,
without rousing feelings of resentment which cannot fail to
beget hostility; we cannot do to others what we condemn in
them without subjecting ourselves to the charge of arrogance,
selfishness, and injustice. It is not for us to dictate to others
the kind and extent of intercourse which they may establish,
for this involves a violation of the most obvious princ pies of
right. We have never ceased to denounce the assault upon
the Danish fleet by the English, and'the partition of Poland
as shameful acts of aggression; nor can we |>erpetrate similar
wrongs, under pretexts however plausible, without incurring
censure. It requires a veiy extraordinary cmc of threatened
danger to ourselves to authorize an interference w.ith the ad¬
mitted rights of others.
No such case now exists, authorizing interference for our

own safety. I have looked at this proposition in all its as¬

pects, and, though we have arrived slowly at the truth, by one
revelation after another, enough now appears to admonish us
to pause, and, in the language of the President in 1826, to
ponder on what we are about to do. No one can foresee where
the adoption of thia measure would lead us. Will any one
dare to say it will not bring with it the continuance of the pre¬
sent war, or that it may not involve us in one greatly more ca¬
lamitous ' I hope, Mr. President, we shall uot abandon the old
republican track, for that travelled by despots and ambitious
chieftains, which leads to military glory and ends in the bur¬
dens of taxation, which bow down the industrial classes in sor¬
row and ignorance. Divine Providence has opened a brighter
and better path before ua, and it remains to be seen whether
we have the good aenae and judgment to follow it, and thus
avoid the great evils which opjics* the nations of Europe.

Mr. President, if Yucatan is an object of compassion, I
would not be backward in fulfilling all the duties of humanity,
nor would I be scrupulous as to the exarcise of power for that
end. I would, if it can be dona without entangling ourselves
in dangerous responsibilities, send her arms if the crisis de¬
mands it, and shipping to take the population away. But,
air, I cannot help foeling that the appeal to our humanity
comes, under all the circumstance*, with little favor, and
stands, to say the least, on statements that ought to he very
carefully scrutinized before they are admitted as the basis of
action. Beyond thia it is very plain that our duty and our in¬
terest* forbid us to go. All beyond this ia too doubtful to jus¬
tify the steps which are proposed. I have, Mr. President,
done this subject, I am aware, very impcrfect justice ; bat, if
attention haa been awakened to its importance, my object is
accomplished.

OA KFOKD'H
Great Hat, Cap, and Fur Establishment, Wo. KM
Chestnut street, between Third and Fourth street*,

PHII.JI It KbPHIJI.

THE advertiser hat constantly on hand and manufacturing
every description ot HATS and CAPS of the latest and

most approved fashions, consisting of.
YOUTHS' HATS AND CAPS,

In great variety, among which is a new article for Spring and
Summer wear.

MILITARY CHAPEAUX, CAPS, Jtc.
Made according to the Army and Navy regulations, and for
superiority of finish and material hare never been surpassed.

THE SPRING FASHIONS
For Gentlemen's and Youtha' Hats arc just out < also, -a new
style of Ladies: Hiding Caps, to which the attention of pur¬chasers is requested, assuring them that his prices arc such as
will please all who may favor him with a visit, being as low as
are offered at any establishment in th« country.

&J- Plates descriptive of the Fsshions will be found in Go-
dey's Lady's Book and Graham't Magazine. Remember

HARFORD'S,
No. 104 Chestnut street, between 3d and 4th streets,

ma£3.wSmif Philadelphia.
Great Sale of l^ands, Town Lots, ff'ater Power,

on the Illinois and Michigan Canal.

NOTICE I* HEREBY GIVEN that, under the au¬
thority granted in the 13th section of the law of the Slate

ot Illinois of February SI, 1§43, the Board of Trustees of the
Illinois and Michigan Canal will offer for sale, at public auc¬
tion, on the 1st day of September next, all the Canal Lands,Town Lots, Water Power, and Buildings which are included
in the deed of trust executed by the Governor of the State of
Illinois on the 86th June, 1445, in pursuance of laws of the
said State of February 81, Hi3, and March I, 1845, enacted
for " the completion of the Illinois and Michigan Canal, and
for the payment of the Canal debt
That is to say, about 830,Ooo acres of land, all lyinj? upon or

within a distance of five miles on either side of said Canal, and
extending the entire length of mme, 100 miles, viz. from Chi¬
cago, on Lake Michigan, to the town of La Salle, on the Illi¬
nois river; alao, town lots in the city of Chicago, Lockport,Joliet, D« Page, Kamkakee, Morris, Ottawa, and La Salle,
including water power at arrural points on the Canal.Lock-
port, Joliet, Ramkakee, kc.
The sale will commence at Chicago on the 1st day of Sep¬

tember next, and will be continued at that place, and, suc¬
cessively, at other towns on the Canal, from day to day, until
all the said lands, kc. shall have been offered for ssle, as di¬
rected by law.
The terms of sale are One-fourth rath, the residue of the

purchase money in three annual instalments, bearing interest
at ft per cent, per annum, payable annually in advance.
These lands oonstitule upwards of tour-fifths of the grant

made in 1887 by the United States to the State ot Illinois, to aid
said Sta'e in the construction of a canal to unite the waters of
Lake Michigan with those ot the Illinois river, and are the
same which were eonvevedby the .State to the Board of Trus¬
tees of the Illinois and Michigan Canal, for the purpose stated
in the deed of trust, execufed in due form by the Governor of
the State, and recorded in the Clerk's office of the counties of
Will and of Cook.
A list of the lands, lots, tee. to be sold will he published for

distribution belore the day of sale. Meantime any inlor.nation
which may be required by |«eraons wishing to purchase can be
had by applj ing at the Canal Office in Chicago.

WILLIAM H. SWIFT,
David leavitt,
CHARLES OAKLET,Trustees Illinois and Michigan Canal.

Office of the Ronrit of Trustees of the
Ulinoi* and Michigan Canal, June t, 1848.

may .11.lawtlrtSep

UNIVBKMITY OF V1RG1NI A,. The clWr oFnato-
ral philosophy in the University of Virginia having be¬

come vacant by the resignation of Professor William B. Ro¬
gers, the appointment of a professor to fill the vacancy will
eome under the conaideration of th« Board of Visiters at their
annnal meeting, the 85th of June next. Communications on
the subject may be addressed to the chairman of the faculty at
the University. GESSNER HARRISON,
Jas« 1.4awSwap OUnass of Faculty.

GOOD COMMON PLAYING CARIM, *1 per do*".
Finedo do J1.85 do

Crehore's and Bartlett's Eagle Playing Cards, at un¬
usually low prices,

may83 v F. TAYLOR.

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES.
Monday, Mat 29, 1848.

OREGON.
The SPEAKER tud beloie the Houm the lollowiug mes¬

sage from the President of the United Mate* .

To the Senate ami House of Jiepreientativet ofthe United
Staten :

I lay before Congress the accompanying memorial and papers,which have been truusmiUed to ine by a special messenger'
employed for that purpoae by the Governor and " Legislative
Assembly of Oil jron 1 crritory," who constitute the temporary
government which the inhabitant! of that distant region of our
country have, from the necessity of their condition, organized
for theuiwlvea, The memorialists ate citizen* ot the United
States They express ardent attachment to their native land,
and in their present perilous and distressed actuation, they
earnestly invoke the aid and protection of their Government.
They represent that " the proud and powerful tribes of In¬

dians" residing in their vicinity have recently raised " the w ar-

whoop and crimsoned their tomahawks in'the blood of their
citizens that they apprehend that " many of the powerful
tribes inhabiting the upper valley of the Columbia have formed
an alliance for the purpose of carrying on hostilities against
their settlements ;" that the number ol the white population is
far inferior to that of the savages ; that they ate deficient in
arms and money, and fear that tliey do not possess strength to
repel the "attack of so formidable aloe and protect their
families and property from violence and rapine." They con¬
clude their appeal to the Government of the United States for
reliel by declaring : "If it be at all the intention of our honored
parent to spread her guardian wing over her sous and daugh¬
ters in Oregon, she surely will not refuse to do it now, when
they are struggling with all the ills of a weak and temporary
government, and when perils are daily thickening around them
and pre|>aring to burst upon their heads. When the ensuing
summer's sun shall have dispelled the snow from the moun¬
tains we sliall look with glowing hope and restless anxiety for
the coming of your laws and your arms." '

< In my message of the 5th of August, 18+6, communicating
" a copy of the convention for the settlement and adjustment
ot the Oregon boundary," I recommended to Congress that
"provision should be made by law at the earliest practicable
period lor the organization of a territorial government in Ore¬
gon.

" In my annual message of Dece-aber, 1S46, and again
m December, 1847, this recommendation was repeated.
The nopulation of Oregon is believed to uxceed twelve

thousand souls, and it is known that it will be increased by a

large number of emigrants during the present season. The
tacts set forth in the accompanying memorial and papers show
that the dangers to which our tcllow-ciiizens are exposed are so
immiuent that I deem it to bs my du'y again to impress on
Congress the strong claim which the inhabitants of tlut distant
souniry have to the benefit of our laws and the protection of
our Government.

I therefore again invite the attention of Congress to the sub-
jact, and recommend that laws be promptly |<assed establish¬
ing a Territorial Government, and granting authority to raise
an adequate volunteer force lor the defence and protection of
its inhabitants. It is believed that a regiment of mounted men,
with such additional force as may be raised in Oregon, will be'
sufficient to afford the required protection. It is recommend¬
ed that the forces raised for this purjiose should engage to serve
for twelve months, unless sooner discharged. Nu doubt is
entertained, with proper inducements in land bounties, such a
force can be raised in a short time. Upon the expiration of
their service many of them will doubtless desire to remain in
the country and settle upou the land which they may receive
as bounty.

It is deemed important that provision be made for the ap-
pointment of a suitable number of Indian agents to residu
among the various tribes in Oregon, and that appropriations
be made to enable them to treat with these tribes, with a view
to restore and preserve peace between them and the white in¬
habitants.
Should the laws recommended be promptly passed, the mea¬

sures for their execution may be completed during the present
season, and before the severity of winter will interpose ob¬
stacles in crossing the Rocky Mountains. II not promptly
passed a delay of another year will be the consequence, and
may prove destructive to the white settlements in Orrgon.

MMKS K. POLK.
Washington, Mir Ca, 1848.
Mr. COBB, of Georgia, said the information contained in

the message of the President of the United States, which had
just been read, had been confirmed by private letters which
some gentlemen on this floor had received from citizens of
Oregon. The time at which it catne to Ihem was very oppor¬
tune. He was happy to hear the gentleman from Indiana
(Mr. C. B. Smith) this morning introduce a resolution to
make the bill for the establishment of a territorial government
in Oregon a special order, but he feared, if it was to be pre¬
ceded by the appropriation bills, that some weeks would elapse
before this House.could take action upon it, and that it would
not be reached until the arrival of a period too Inte for the
purpose contemplated by this message. What had they now
heard ' Why, that the Indian tribes were waging war against
our citizens in Oregon, who called upon us for assistance ;
and it was our duty to respond promptly to that call, and
furnish them with the means of protection. The bill to es¬
tablish a territorial government iu Oregon had been long be¬
fore Congress, and it had been postponed again and again,
until the jieople of that Territory had been driven to form a

government for themselves, using for their protection all the
power which God and Nature had given them. But they
now appealed to this Government in an unusual emergency,
and that appeal should be promptly responded*to by this
House. Immediate action should be had for the protection
of our own people in one of our own territories. He suggest¬
ed, therefore, and be should make such a motion when he
had an opportunity to do so, that the President's message
should be laid on the table and printed, and he should then
move an amendment to the motion of the gentleman from In¬
diana (Mr. C. B. Smith) to strike out all that portion which
provides for m king the Oregon territorial bill the special
order immediately after the general appropriation bills, and
insert words to postpone the present special orders, that imme¬
diate action might be taken on the territorial bill, so as to dis¬
pose of it at the earliest practicable period.

Mr. COLLAMER desired to ask the gentleman from
Georgia if the Oregon territorial bill contained a provision for
the protection of the citizens of Oregon ; and if in 1846 there
was not an act passed to provide for raising a regiment of
mounted riflemen and for establishing military stations on the
route to Oregon > He wished to know what had become of
those troops which were ordered to be raised for that specific
purpose.

Mr. COBB replied that the Oregon territorial bill did not
contain any provisions to furnish the protection for which an

appeal had now been made, and he hoped the gentleman from
\ ermont would now co-operate with him in the adoption of a
measure which should furnish the aid required. Though it
contained no such provision, it could be easily amended so aa
to answer that purpoae, and he hoped it would be so amend

'

ed as to carry out the wishes of the people of Oregon, and
afford them protection against the Indian tribes.

In reference to the act of 1846, of which the gentleman
from Vermont had spoken, it would be recollected that it waa
passed before the war broke out with Mexico ; and if the gen¬
tleman would examine the provisions of that bill, he would see
that that regiment was not designated for any particular ser¬
vice. That regiment was sn addition to the forces in the
I nited States service; and when the war broke out all the
troops in the service were required to carry on the war.

Mr. Ml HI'H\ wished to ask the gentleman from Georgia
if it was necessary, in order to give protection to the people of
Oregon, to organize a territorial government in that territo-
ry ' Could they not act promptly, and adopt a measure to
furnish them with protection > Nsy, could not the Executive
do it without any action of this House >

Mr. COBB said it must he admitted that it was in the
power of the Government of the United States to protect ita
own people without the passage of this bill, but this bill was
a protection to which the people of Oregon have been entitled
for two years. For more than two years they had been pro¬
mised the protection of laws ; and now, when such an oppor¬
tunity presents itself, and the people are exposed to immediate
d>nS*ri end the consequences which follow if support were
withheld, why, he would ssk the gentlemsn from .New York,
should they stop half way »

After some other observations, he moved that the message
be laid on the table and printed.

Mr. V[\TON said the message now before the House, il'
he had heard it correctly, proposed, in the first place, to raise
a military force for the protection of our people in Oregon,
and in the next place it proposed that the Congress of the
I nited States should provide a Territorial Government for the
I erritory of Oregon. Now, there was no necessary con¬
nexion lietween these two things. If our people were in dan¬
ger, that might lie good ground, of course, for raising a mili¬
tary force for their protection ; but a bill to establish a Terri
torial Government did not contemplate any such thing as rais¬
ing a military force. Il would lie out of place in such a bill
to make an addition to the standing army.
The proposition of the gentleman from Georgia (Mr.Coaa)

Contemplated the putting aside of the appropriation bills for the

Sirpose of taking up the Oregon territorial bill, giving notice
a provision which he should move to incorporate into that

bill to raise a military force for Oregon. They were now
about entering upon the month of June, and the great appro¬
priation bills, which would require much time artd attention in
their consideration, had not yet been acted upon ; and unless
the House was disposed to give to them more attention than
it had heretofore been its pleasure to devote to them, they
would not be able to dispose of them by the first of July next,
when they should enter upon the fiscal year for which these
bills made provision. Ami after that period they would have
to be acted upon by the Senate, so that the Government would
not have at ita command the means which these bills provide
at the time they would be required. If there was any imme¬
diate necessity for raising a military force for the protection of
the citizens of Oregon, he was willing that that subject should
be promptly acted upon ; but the general appropriation bills
were of more importance than any private bill. The gentle-
man from Georgia, he would suggest, could accomplish his
purpoae by moving to make the Oregon territorial bill the sp«
rial order for PiiJays ami Saturdays I but if they took up the
territorial bill, and intended thereby to make provision for the
protection of the citizens of Oregon, they would not be atye to
dispose of it for a month to come ; and it was for that,
amongst other reasons, that be was opposed to incorporating in

the same bill a probation lo protect the people of Dragon
and one establishing a territorial government lor that p^ple.

Mr. COB1} inquired if a majority had not the powi at any
Uma to atop debate and bring the committee to a votuLn any

Mr. \ I.NTON assented, but, lie added, that wi one of
thosesubjecta on witch gentlemen could not be gaggld here.
He did not say that he wished to speak upon it himjelf, hut
there was a great question involved which had been rich de¬
bated out of place, and when it should come up in itlproper
plane he should be disposed to heai both sides of the .House
uj>on it, and lo give to gentlemen from all portionai of the
couotry an opportunity to express their sentiments. Ho was
not willing lo take up that bill, with the understandiife lhat
the gag was to be applied in iu parage. There was tio ne¬
cessary connexion lietween the territorial bill and the bropo-
sition lor the protection of the citizen* of Oregon, and he de-

that they should be kept separate. We were ifl daily
expectation of receiving intelligence of the ratification of the
tiasty of peace with Mexico, arid then there would be » larfie
military lorce at the dis|>osal of the Government, which, would
render unnecessary Ilie,* additional troops which the genlleman
from Oeoigia called for.

it *!'., ®0YDE^ a8ked why it was that the President of the
United Mtates could send an army into Texas, yea even into
the territory of Mexico, without giving notice to Congress of
hii inten'ion to do so, and yet could not send aid to our own
ciQzens in our own Territory of Oregon without caljiug upon
Congress for authority ?

Mr. \ IN I ON replied that that whs a question which the
gentleman Irom North Carolina could answer as w*ll as he
C°?k:ii He,l}len expressed the hojw that the Oregon Territo¬
rial ill would not be made to interfere with the general appro¬
priation bills. Yt

Mr. HARALSON said it was important to act speedily on
tbie message from the President of the United Stales. Our
citizens who are now inhabitants of Oregon were in need of
niptary aid to protect them against the Indian tribes and
prompt action was necessary to give them that aid. He hoped
it would not be mixed up with the consideration of the Oregon
tern orial bill; for when that bill shall come up it would be
discussed from day to day and week to week, and hence it
wa» important to give this message such a direction.for in¬
stance, by referring it to the Military Committee.as would
lead to the furnishing of speedy relief to those who appeal lo
us ftr protection.

l^ow could this be done ? They were separate questions ;
botfl embraced, it was true, in the message of the President-
one, however, urging the importance of the establishment of
a Territorial Government in Oregon ; and the other a specific
recommendation that the President be authorized to raise a
volunteer force for the purpose of going speedily to the scene
of these disturbances, and giving relief to our citizens there.
He would propose then, instead of the motion of his colleague,

president's message bo referred to the Committee on

Military Ankirs, with instructions to that committee to report,
and to report forthwith if they pleased, a bill to this House
authorizing ihe 1 resident to raise a sufficient force to proceed
forthwith to Oregon to give our citizens Ihere the relief they
demand. Thus speedy relief would be afforded, and the House
would not place themselves in the attitude of disregarding the

. <n8acing in idle debate upon subjects disconnected
with that relief The two subjects were not connected with
each other; the one related to the establishment of a Territo¬
rial Government which might tend ultimately to their securi¬
ty against the encroachments of the Indians ; and the other
proposed to ratse a military force for their immediate relief.

Mr. COBB wished to make the simple suggestion to his
colieagu* that this very war in which the people of Oregon
were engaged with these Indian tribe* originated in conse¬
quence of the failure of this Government to establish Indian
aeencies there to conciliate and control tiiem, and furnish them
those articles which were usually given to the Indians, and
were necessary for carrying on peaccable relations with them.
J hat was one of the chief causes of the present difficulties.
I he establishment of Indian agencies would be more effective
towards putting an end to this war, and restoring friendly re-

ationa, than all the regiments we could send. They needed
both ; but, until Congress gave them the protection of law,
all other measures of relief were merely temporary, and might
do as«rouch harm as good.

Mr. HARALSON replied that he had just voted to make
the Oregon bill .the special order for an early dav, and he
trusted he should not be considered opposed to speedy action.
But he asked his colleague if he did not know that it was ut¬
terly impossible to have as prompt action on ihe territorial bill
as he in his fervor might desire. It had already been intimat¬
ed that were were various questions which might arise in the
iscussion of that bill uj»on which a very large number ot the
members might desire to be heard.

Mr. COBB would answer his colleague's interrogatory
with great pleasure by telling him that there was not a que^
lion which could arise out of the Oregon bill, either in its pre¬
sent form or as it might be amended, which had not l>een
discussed over and over again j and upon the determination of
this House to act, or not to act, would depend the early de¬
cision or the postponement of the question.Mr. HAK.\LSON agreed that some of the questions which
would grow out of the Oregon Territory bill had l>een discus¬
sed year after year and session after session ; but urged that
in all probability they would be discussed again. Could any
member expect that the questions eral raced in that bill would
not be discussed when it came up to be acted on > He per-
ape might not be disposed to enter into the discussion, but

other gentlemen would, and one already had the floor upon
it, and it would be difficult, if not impossible, to close the de-

UU ?l ,*n early day. If the motion to lay on the table pre¬
vailed, he would go with his colleague to consider as speedily
as possibl. the Oregon Territory bill j if it failed, he should
move to refer the message to the Committee on Military Af-
mirs, with instructions to prepare and report a bill malung
proper provision for affording immediate security to our peo¬
ple in Oregon. But they might do both 5 they might, and
he hoped they would as soon as possible, proceed to consider
the territorial bill, and then, if his anticipations were fulfilled,
the Committee on Military Affairs might report the bill to af¬
ford prompt relief, which he hoped would be passed im-
mediately, and then gentlemen could spend the time in dia-
cussing the bill to establish the territorial government.

Mr. COLLAMER said there had been several instances in
thecourse of his short Congressional experience in which, at
leaet, there had been this successful experiment.that some
pressing emergency was seized hold of, because j, was pressing
not lor the purjK.se of providing for lhat peculiar exigency!
but of taking advantage of that exigency to carrv the necessary
measure together with something else. This experiment had
in variou- forms successfully been practised upon the
House. He referred, as one of the most notable instances to
the preamble of the war bill, as thus forced through, in con¬
nexion with which men had been driven to votes, some under
protest, which he thought many of them had had occasion to
deplore, if they had not, the country had. "A burnt child
oreads the fire. He was inclined from this experience to
¦ay, if there were an exigency arising they should confine
their oction to this exigency, and not undertake to connect
with it, by any artificial contrivance, other matters which had no
Mtessary connexion. He thought, in raising the army for
Mexico, they did not confine their action to the exigency .

and it seemed to him that on this occasion he could perceive a
similar attempt. What was the state of the case » We had
been infonned that our inhabitants who had gone to Oregon
were u. great peril, that the Indian, had waged war upon
them and had already committed massacre and bloodshed. Very
*.»' 'he proposition offered was immediately to take up
a certain bill to establish a Territorial Government in Oregon
Now, he asked whether that bill would protect the people if
it paserd W ould it stop the Indisn war > Would it afford
relief to the citizens there > Not at all; it did no such thing.
But there had l>een an open avowal of another purpose, which
was to take advantage of this exigency to press through the
territorial bill awl prevent the discussion of the question of

i" that Territory j and it was said, moreover, that the
"ubwet bad been talked about enough. Now, if gentlemen
chose to allow themselves, after this purpose had been avowed
w be coaxed into a transaction of this kind, they did it with
a^ryes open. He would not.
Th» gentleman from Georgia (Mr. Coaa) had said that

indiamagencie* should be established over the country. Now
territory bill contained no provision for Indian

,herp was nothing of the kind in it. The Indian
«gencie4w.,. a branch of the Government by theinsrlves , they

"tended to as much or as little of the Indian terri-
thought proper i they were entirely inde-

l«*n<Jent»f the territorial Governmenu. There!re that did
not anef.r the purpose.

\klt!lh WV' " ,ny thin* w#n,ad ¦ WI1 wanted
or trie fcrpose of raising troops to be sent immediately to

."7* be wished to be distinctly understood,
. , .

w eN** to raising any iroopa if necessary; neither
,,* ***. * objection that this message should be sent lo the
.

' 6 °° Military Affairs. He would, however, give
ne v on uttee no instructions about it, he woild send it
' expecting that they would take such action as the
merger - cf the case required. He did not obect to any

n«*~*ry . but what did tbe occasion
What were its necessities '

rJnrlu 'noC"ti'fir'1 with 'he reply of the gentleman from
* Mr" Co»") "I." . suggestion that had been raised,

mi, ! W,,h Mrxlco "isted, a hill had been brought
p

' I?" I*"* ,n pursuance of the recommendation of the
s^sin .' Tr* Pr0TidiD«' "rth a View to the protection

* .l*«*n tribes of emigrants on their wav to Oregon.
rout*

*tion of stockades and block-house forts along the
r. "; " ."tkorixing a regiment of mounted riflemen to he

[He read this reoommenda-
,

" "nd "n f,trart of ,he *ct.] The act

.
164 to Provide for raiding a rrgiment of

routr
..tablishing military station* on the

c^L.£ ilTT v Ihi" Wn W" into a law, as re-

t.^ President, for the express, distinct par-
(?Z t*

in 'U Th« P«««lent could not hare
hi. du .n!r lntrn,'°n o(. An.1 was it not
t J. eurJ °at that intention, when it was known, and

mneh '! . """^utional ' But they were told that inae-

ths p«, i
not expresslj aay that^^>onW not u» thu force elsewhere, be had aett

them off to Mexico » Wuo, '.be, «u r£P01^ '
, that.Ute of things which now existed there V\ e were -

^a binall force had been put «mi the way to Santa t e '

dgreat purpose for which the reg.meut wwexpreiwiy au Uo.U*a
by Congress had been VoUlly neglected by the Llecu*' ®'

ighence the inhabiUnU in Oregon had .uflered. NV ho
responsible > He did not stand here to uiake par.icuU
chaiges against any body, or to impute bad motive-, bu
wished it correctly understood that it was not true.
message implied, that Congress had faikd to ^ *

tthe cilisena in Oregon, and if their meagre had
iu purpose, it «ai because the Executive had not carrie
out the cle irly expressed intentions of Congress.
Mr BOWLlN was understood to say that a part ot a .

ment were now employed on the route to Santa Fe and u>

°Ii^CoElaMER^id this might 1* so, but he repeated
that the Executive had violated the clearly expressed*^tions of Congress in raiaing this force,- and animadvertedI apon
the insufficiency of the excuse that he was not expressly p o

hibited from ending thi. force to Mexico. He did tlus with
a view to have the lacts of the case corrcctly uadeistood. lbe
fault, if fault there was did not he upon Congress, for tney
had made express provision for this c.«c, and the P.e-idiBt
had diverted the force to other service. 1 he President ho
assumed to send our troops into disputed temtory ; hecerUi-
ly had the right, within the acknowledged limits of the tem-
lory of the I'i.ited States, to dispose ot the army as he saw
lit ¦ and he should always have a reserve force sufficient to
defend the frontiers iu any contingency against the
menls of the Indians. If the committee and ttie House thought
that additional forces should be sent, let a bill be passed ac¬

cordingly ; but his main purpose was to object agamst lhe
emergency being made a pretext for pressing through the Ure-
Ron Territory bill with hot hasie and without discussion.

Mr. HILLIARD called for a division of the question.
After some conversation on a point ot order

_The question on the first division, viz. on laying on the ta¬
ble, waa taken, and negatived.
The question recurring on the second branch, viz. on

1' Mr"BBOWN, of Miss , said he intended to favor the Po¬sition of his friend trom Georgia who last had the floor, (Mr.
Haealsow,) and to express very briefly his opposition to the
course taken by his other friend from Georgia, (Mr. Cobb.)
He was as willing as any other member of Congress tl^t the
two Houses should act immediately upon the proposition to
give efficient and immediate relief to the people of the Terri¬
tory of Oregon ; he believed it was their duty to nnord that
aid promptly. But he objected to the proposition of his friend
over the way, (Mr. Cohh,) because it contemplated the hur¬
ried passage through the House of a bill involving the most
important question which agitated the people ot this countpr.Whenever that question was fairly before Congress, he, lor
one, desired to hear it discussed by men of all political com¬

plexions, and from every portion of the confederacy. He had
no idea of seeing the great question of the power of Congress
ovei the Territories forced through under the gag. Lot the
two questions be separated ; let the message be referred to the
Comniit'ee on Military Allaire, and they report that sort of
reliof which the occasion required; and when the Oregon
Territory bill came up, let them have a lull and lair discussion
upon the territorial question. He though: he saw the object
ot the gentleman from Georgia ; in the smoke created by the
President's message.in the excitement at the condition of our
people in Oregon, to force this question through under the
gag, and get clear of this question, involving the most weighty
consequences to this entire confederacy, and especially the
Southern portion of it. However it might affcct Pres.denual
aspirants, he could not sanction the attempt to blink the qu®8"
tion and force it through under the gaj. He wished at the
proper time to express his views upon it, as other gentlemen
had done upon occasions when the question did not properly
arise. He was not willing that the views of the gentleman
from Georgia who had first addressed the House should go as
the views of the Southern portion of this confederacy. He
hoped, therefore, the gentleman's proposition would be reject¬
ed, and that of the other gentleman from Georgia receive the
sanction of the House. Whether the views of gentlemen
might agree with those of others, or with those ot Presidential
aspirants, it mattered not; let every gentleman express his
own views and those of his constituents boldly, fearlessly.
This he intended to make his course.

Mr. SMITH, of Indiana, saul he had introduced the reso
lution relative to the Oregon Territory bill without consulta¬
tion with any individual, or without knowing that it was the
intention of the President to send in the message which had
this morning been received, but upon his own impression that
the House was imperatively called to act upon this measure
at an early period. He was aware that the general appropri¬
ation bills' had already been made the special order, and that
they were acting under it, and also, as had been stated by the
chairman of the Committee of Ways and Means, (Mr. \ 1*-
to*,) that but a month would elapse between the present and
the commencement of the next fiscal year ; and he had not,
therefore, desired to anticipate these bills, but had proposed to
make the Oregon bill the special order immediately after they
had been disposed of.
The gentleman from Vermont imagined he saw in this pro¬

position an effort to make this exigency a pretext for rushing
through this Territorial bill

Mi. COLLAMER said his remark did not apply to the
gentleman from Indiana.

. ,Mr. 8MITH said if any such purpose hsd been entertained
bv sny body it was not by him, snd proceeded warmly to urge
the imperative duty of Congress long ere this to have made
provisions for a Government for Oregon. It was now some¬
thing like two years since the question of our tille had been
relieved from all doubt and contioversy ; a population of ten
to twelve thoustnd souls and more had g^ne there, having
emigrated from almost every State in the Union i they were
surrounded by savage tribes, who were making incursions
upon them, pillaging their property ami attacking and mur¬
dering them. We claimed the territory, and the reciprocal
obligation rested upon us to extend to them the fostering care
and protection of this Government; we should either do this
or declare that we leA them to take care of themselves. I n-
less a resolution to make the bill a special order was adopted,
the session would pass and it would not be acted on.
He had no objection to the proposition of the gentleman

from Georgia to reler this message to the Committee on
Military Affairs. If its statements were true.and he had
reason to believe they were, thsy were corroborated from
other sources.ir the people of that territory were now preyed
upon by Indians, if they were the subjects of slaughter snd
massacre, we ought to provide meant for their immediate pro-
tection. He was aware, as had been stated by the gentleman
from Vermont, that these means had beet; furnished at a
former period by Congress, but they had been diverted to an¬
other purpose, and it was enough now for them to know that
protection was not now provided. I*et the responsibility of
diverting the military force rest where it might. Congress were

obliged now either to call back that force or provide another.
He was willing that that force should be provided
He concurred with the gentleman trom Mississippi that IM

questions involved in this bill were of the highest importance.
He was sware that a new, and not only a new but a start¬
ling doctrine had been propounded in this House and else¬
where, that this Government hsd no right to establish Terri¬
torial Governments. He desired to see this question settled ;
he desired, with his friend from Mississippi, to allow the largest
latitude in the discussion of this and collateral questions, and
he was willing to meet them. He did not desire to delsy the
action of the House upon the measure which might l>e neces¬
sary for the immediate protection of thai people until these
other aubjecta could be discussed. Let the massage be refer¬
red to the Committee on Military Affairs, or some other ap-ptopriate committee, and, when it was reported, let it receive
the piompt action of the Hoase; and in the mean time h*
trusted the House would fii on a time when this territorial
bill would be brought up, and, if Congress had the power to
establish a Territorial Government, let it be known ; and, it
they had not, let the people there be informed of it, and be
left to their Awn resources to form s Government.

Mr. VBNABLE concurred fully with the gentlemen who
thought they should adopt immediate action for the protectionof the people of Oregon, and he took occasion to say to hia
friend from Vermont thai, whatever might be the diapositiouof others, it was none of his (Mr.V.'a) to annex this amend¬
ment to the Oregon bill for the purpose ot avoiding the dis¬
cussion of the question to which the gen'leman hsd referred
He wished to sisnd rrcltu in ruria upon that question i and,
when it came up, he trusted an opportunity would be afford¬
ed him of giving his views in full. A more important and in
teresting question had never, and could never, be agitated. JHe was unwilling, by indirect legislation or by parliamentary
manu uvre, to avoid any question j he waa willing that the
world should know any jwliiical opinion he held, and to give
full expression to it, affect whatever individual it might.
He proceeded to vindicate the President from the charges

made a«ain«t him by Mr- Colla***, and read from the mes¬
sage of IMS recommending the erection of stockades and
block house forts, and the employment ol a mounted regiment
on the route to (>regon» and said that the regiment was rais¬

ed, and they were told by the gentleman from Missouri thattw'o battalions of ft were there.
, jMr. BOW LIN, (in his seat.) Two battalions of a regi-

T?r; VENABLE. Two battalions of a regiment. Ah ! jhow hsd the thing diminished end come down to nothing !
Did the law restrict the President to one particular regiment,
if as commaniler-in-chief of the army, he thought best lo
send one regiment there instesd of another If the men

there.if the stockades snd block-house forts were there
to protect the emigrants on the wsy to Oregon, snd not in the
Territory of Oregon, the President was not responsible. He
had carried out the provisions of the law of Congress. But
that made no difference with some gentlemen i it was impos¬
sible for the President to suit the tastes, inclinations and feel¬
ings of certain individuals ; if a l>emocr«tic cook prepared
the food it was either too salt or too fresh, too done oi too raw,
the blame must be thrown upon the President, at any rata !
He concurred with his friend from Geoffia, (Mr. HsaAi.-

som ) He would detach this question from party strife, from
slavery, the Wilroot proviso, and other political questions.
When the voice <rf distress and «fooy came up to ua from

those who had carried their wive* and their little one* into
that territory under the expectation of our protection, let them
afford immediate reliel.

His principal object in rising was to inform the people everywhere that there wa* no disposition, he believed,- on hia aid*
of the House, and it was disclaimed on the other, to blink thia
greui t|ueatii>n. He waa willing to discuss it; he wanted all
ita principle* to be made aa familiar aa household words, let who
would be injured by it. He wanted it understood. When the
Oregon bill came up he hoped that no hurry to adjourn or anything elee would prevent a thorough discussion and understand¬
ing at each other'# Mews. ll the platform on which he and thoee
who thought wuh him stood had a bad foundation, let it b*
torn Irom them, but let it l»e understood that the righta of the
Southern portion of the confederacy were never to be made
the subject of compromise. He felt that his children were the
legitimate children ot the country; that they had an equal in-
terest in the common property ol the Union, and no man
.h°uld s jy you have no right to put your foot upon the terri¬
tory ol the I nion. v\ ith his heart's blood he would defend
that principle. In all our broad territory, whether acquiredby purchase or conquest, by cea»bn or treaty, hia children
and the children ol hia conbtituems had the right to put their
foot and their properly, and to demand that protection which
the constitution of the United Slates gave them. When he
ceased to stand by this right he hoped to be denounced aa
recreant to every high, noble, and holy feeling which should
fill an Arnericau bosom.

Mr. HILLIARD recalled the attention of the Houae to the
quesiiun under consideration, and was understood to con fees
that be was n:>t without suspicion that there were concealed
objects lurking beneath the proposition of the gentleman from
Georgia, which looked to cutting short the debate on the Ter¬
ritorial bill. He heartily responded to the sentiments of hie
friend from Mississippi, (Mr. Bhow*,) who did not wish thia
question to be suppressed. He hail no desire to pin theae
two subjects togttnei, and dispose of them under the press of
the gag, or to cut off any part of thia House from the full and
free expression of any sentiments which they might hold. He
was willing to give prompt relief to our citucns in Oregon,and it seemed to him best to adopt the very sensible sugges¬tion of the gentleman from Georgia, and reler the message to
the Committee on Military Affairs; for how could this House
mature the proper bill without a committee. He wiahed to
give efficient military protection both to residents and to emi¬
grants on their way to Oregon. Let them act wisely ; let no
ultra object influence their legislation; let them do their duty
to the country, and not bring into the discussion of every
question amall and great subjects which were not connected
with it, and which ought not to be brought here. Whether
it was designed to affect the Presidential contest which was
coming oil" he knew not; but, if no other and sinister object
was to be accomplished, the proper course was to refer to the
Committee on Military Affairs, and let them prepare a bill to
raise a sufficient force to send out to Oregon. He waa wil-
ling to vote for it; he sympathized with our citizens in that
distant country ; the very drat speech he had made on this
tloor was in their behalf, and he was willing now to act in ac
cordance with it. But he argued that there was no necessityfor such hot haste, lor pressing aside all the important busi-
nesx of the session.

With reference to the question of establishing Territorial
Governments he had views which would conflict with those of
some other gentlemen, but which he believed would receive
the support of the great body of the people. He did not de¬
sire to mix up the subject with other questions affecting the
Presidential canvass. So far as he was concerned he recog¬nised no ally of that description. He meant to fight the Pre¬
sidential contest upon the lofty ground on which it ought to
I>e placed.upon public policy, independent of local inter&ta
which had no place in it upon a high conservative policyopposed to the recklessness of the course of the present Ad-
ministration.
So believing, he was unwilling to bring up the Oregon bill,

but expressed his preference to udhering to the order of busi¬
ness, ami especially to executing the special order by disposingof the general appropriation bills which it was so necessary to
pass, as the commencement of the fiscal year was at hand. Bythis course the general dispatch of business would be pro¬moted

Mr. COBB inquired at what time his friend from Alabama
thoucht the appropriation bills would be passed ? And whythey had not l>een passed long ago '

Mr. HILLIARD could not undertake to conjecture when
they would be passed, if topics of this kind were allowed to
supersede them. But ii the House would go on in the ordi-
nary course of legislation they would be able to dispose of
them in a very few weeks. He would, however, refer to his
friend from Ohio.

Mr. \ INTON, being thus appealed to, said, if when the
appropriation bills were up, all other subjects except the bill
were to lie discussed, he could not form a conjecture when
they would be disposed of. That bad been the course here¬
tofore ; the discussion had been about thing* totally foreign to
the bills t*fore the House. If the House, however, would
pursue the course indicated by the gentleman from Alabama,and confine the debate to the bills and the aubjects properlyinvolved, the probability was that they would be paaaed in
the course of all the next month.

Mr. HILLIARD said, as to why it had not already been
done, the gentleman could as well answer as himself, havingwatched the course of business as cloeely.He was anxious that tbey should act on the Oregon Nil;
he was anxious also that this message should be acted on, and

I was in favor of referring it to the Committee on Military Af-
j fairs; and when reported it could be acted on with little delay,after which they would have time to discuss the other verydelicate question upon this floor. While the section of the
country he in part had the honor to represent asked no exclu¬
sive favors, it would submit to no exclusive deprivations;whita it did not appeal to the generosity of the Government,
it appealed to its justice ; it held it to its constitution and
compromises; and while they were unwilling to offend the
feelings of any gentleman who acted with them, they never
would merge the righu of that section for any other object
near or remote, nor support any gentleman who did not hearti¬
ly agree with them in all the great conservative measures
which formed an issue before the country.Mr. N1COLL obtained the floor, and, after some conversa-
tion, at the suggestion of Mr. HARALSON and others, hav¬
ing moved an amendment to the motion to print, to refer to
the Committee on Military Affiurs, demanded the previousquestion. _

The demand was seconded and the main queetion ordered,and being taken, the amendment and motion as amended were
successively agreed to, and then the meaaage was referred to
the Committee on Military Affairs and printed.The question recurring on the resolution of Mr. 8mith, of
Indiana, to make the Oregon territorial bill the special order
immediately after the general appropriation bills are disposedof, and so to continue from day to day (except Fridays and
Saturdays) until diaposed of.
The SPEAKER ruled ovtof order the amendment of which

Mr. Bow li* had given notice, and which be now offered,
making the Oregon bill the special order for this day and until
disposed ot, and for this purpose postponing all previous spe¬cial orders.

Considerable conversation ensued upoi^tbia point of order,
l>ut the decision of the Chair was acquiesced in without ap-peal.

Mr. ROCKWELL, of Connecticut, demanded the previous
question, which was seconded, and under ita operation the
original resolution of Mr. Smith was adopted.

TO THE EDITORS.

Washijcbtox, Mat 29, 1848.
Measn. Galt.r <1- 8cato!t : In the notice copied this morn¬

ing in the Intelligencer, relating to the resolution celling on
the Secretary of the Treasury for information relative to a
violation of the Subtreasury law, " it it timletT that the vio¬
lation of the law was committed by depoaiting the public mo¬
neys in the Philadelphia Bank for the payment of the interest
upon the public debt due in that city, and by paying that in¬
terest in bank notes instead of specie. Can there be anydoubt of this * Why, any person who receives such interest
in the city of New York, on hia application to the payingofficer at the Bank of America, signs the receipt for his in¬
terest, receives a check with which ha applies to the payingteller of the bank, who pays him in bank notes, unleas he de¬
mands specie, in which case he will receive it, the same aa
ha would by demanding it on the notes of that bank or on
any other bank in the city. But this is not lingular : for
here, in Washington, the pay to the members of the House
of Representatives is made by the Sergeant-at-Arms in a draft
which the Sergcsnt-at-Arms will either get cashed for you,
or it can lie taken and used by you as a medium of payment.I am, yours, respectfully, A NEW YORKER.
The whole amount of specie exported from the port of NewYork from the lat of January to the 13th of May, of the pre¬sent year, ie stated at $6,3!S0,963.
Pownaa Mill ExrLnsw*..The graining mill attachedto the powder work* of Mr. Jamrs Beattt, on the Baltimoreand Susquehanna Railroad, about seven milea from Baltimore,exploded on Tuesday afternoon. Two of the workmet.named John Lyons and William Eaton, were killed. Themill had been lately erected, at an expense of about 910,000,having been blown up about eighteen month* since, killingfive persons.

Capt. Thomas Postui, of the 10th infantry, was killedat Camargo on Sunday, the 7th instant, by a soldier of com¬
pany K, named Franci* DarHngt m. The man in the earlypart of the day had bean in Capt. Poetley 'scamp, and was or¬dered away by the Captain He went, praeored a pistol,and waylaid and shot Capt. P. in the vicinity of hia quarters,the ball striking him in the groin- Cape P. lingaied in great
agony until five o'clock the next day, when he diad surround¬ed by hia friend*.


